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(57) 

«#«IlB5T£Ett«n, £7****^2 OrtfcB3£2 




KJI«S8^*fflIS'f SIMSlilB, I£li«Sft : ? : Otti2j#*f 
fc«SO«*Ml«*iliU m^O»«IR«f-**£;K 

T*«*M«iaiB* EiftHwax-^jcm^o^-^E 

aSS&JIfcfiSU ^«Bf-#*£drt-*EliEIB. K 
EBMftf-JrftEirrSEflttB, RlfmEBSBft* 

OflWcfflJrrsf 4 ^;Wi^Hi*¥«*Wtfcc k 
*»«fcT3kff***5o 

[»#K2] ttee«MB». ef***v*f*w«fc 
Eas^nr^sc fc*»«fc-r«ni*3i 1 E«oef * 

[W#3l3] MEEWBBIi. *W#^*yp**ci: 
*W«k-r*BI«« l E*oef 7c 

[is*^4] ttEBiUKfcLTRt*&n*4^{t** 

£*r smam 3 iE®0 tf ft* * 7o 
[W#3« 5 ] tMBEttSBtt* f>rXW^'jm 
c 4:*W«i:-r*BI*a l E«OUf 

icnrsfi/ifiwupR. stfRfu 

CW*3H7 3 'HflEf-f S>#AHMffi*¥««\ JMBHcfli 
EflEWR«f-**ffl*-r*l:i:fefc:. ttff^eoEEB 

oflE«rf»f-**«*r* c fc*wftkr «»*K6 

E«oef*-*;X^o 

u m BMUtftf- * tc^-r 5ri^ e Area 
ssl, MEB»f - * ^a^-r set ttftWi ttzmx 

[18*^9 3 t^K««B^6R*ai«nfeffilBf'-* 
^SP^jlfiffl(c3SWT53ffi^l5lB^^6^88^feC 
*«p«i:-r*W*« l EKOfcTf ***5o 

KS^^^Ktt-rsiEBiiHiB, mmmm^comtj 
mmcmjzommtdmzffiL, m^oiswft«f-*£ 

b> Kffiiew»T-^*iH«-r*a i mmmSs rxs 

tm 1 ^fB«SB*^K^ttJ$nrcKJE«»«-r-^«: 
&\£r*±i*5*1*(Dftmicttit]-tz>m i of *^*;l/ 



(2) #B8f 8-1 1 6 4 8 1 

^Iff *#;<7:«*OB 1 Of* $>#/l/«*Jffl*j^g»c 
*BlRl1llfc*«S*u KEE»^f--#*A*j'r*Bl 
Of * $>*;l/fl»A;fc^8L StfiSB 1 OE««fi<fc 0 

t*wp6oT, kb i of * v$>vm^\ti^mz 

cfc o TA* L tettBOWfc^f - * *E*-r £ B 2 OEtl 
«B*^tmffiE^Bfc*K#fcc: k*»«k-r«if 

l i ] WEB l of^f 

mEfflBiRBf * ***m*«*t**tflre kjeb lt 

^WtefflWftBiOSBHR^Tfct), WERiof-r 

wsus^icssrrsB i (D&ytm?T*&z>ct*ftnt 

[M$4(l 2] ffiEftflNBfltttBtt, S&fc, buEB2 

oewhup& k»u <* nfc«nEE«RBf- * * a* 

fl^ef**;*^ KttffiEfltKBOK 
B 2 Of* ^*;l/«^a*^S»c»KRllfiK:»««tu 
K^*»7 ? --**A* , r*B2 0f , -r^;MB^A* 
^S, S« 2 of Aftf Sic* oT A* L 
fcKffB8Mfcf-^*#fi-r«#*lilB, KjMBBlc 

sf ve«*jaai§iRk arf, Kf ut?«^*»«teHi 

*-T*f H£flWart*«**&c tftWMKk-rsB* 
311 OEWOlfftf^^xfAo 

i 3] ttEB l of^ s>*/WB#a*^ia;fttf 
fttlBS 2 Of ^ ^ A*¥Stt, 3DWl*Tff— * 
breast"* l oo^ l Of -r S^WMAfflaBTTMB 
^T. ttEB l Of ^^>Mt*X**«at«nEBj2 
of >r i?*M&*Wi^m*. KB l Of >r i/*)\,m ] t% 
AHftttTKVmrttlcMSftfc 1 O0B2 0f 

EBOlff^^^S/^r- 

i 4 ] tuIBB 2 Of 
MEffittMBf - * **-rB*«**)1fi«#teKm LT 

>«Pfca*t s» 2 oaft«?-eft o , web 2 of* 

S^yMI#A*^!8«:. K«BttB^fr60««^*?|tf 
B««#Jc«aw-SB2 0*^B : r-c*sc: k*»«fc 
•T*fll*3Hl 2EKOtff**>c^s/^ ^ e 
[»*3Hl 53 SuEf uefi^Hi^^gti, SCfEf Ulf 
«#*««#teKl»LTW»teffl*r*B3 0»ttK? 

: ?^&03tt«#«rStfB»«^tuK«-r*B3 0««B 
SO\ KJB3 08ft«W60Rf Ulf«**>W» 

4|B«oef**^.7^Xf Ao 
BB3fcJli 63 mEef5i-*^7*(*«, ^6tc, ^35 
fr6fl/MftA*1-*fl/e«A*m fttf, 

Kf i/ if <micm7£(Dmmi!} ! mzffi 89E»®i»«f 



(3) 



«pM¥8-1 1 6 4 8 1 



[M*9tl 8] ttHQ* l OEttttBli. *»»^tUT 
MMta l 9] MEB l OE1UWJ: LTfflt^6n*¥ 

[«*3K2 0] MESS 1 OEWHBtt, -r^X*^*^ 

[n«9i2 1] ttEe^A^9*(KmeM«eflHH 
. [m«9I2 23 meftttEwmtt* sbic, &m.mm 

*EfMD«*NKU ff«ll»«f s -**triW'*JIIilHl 

b, BKMMf*-»*eitr«Bioie«mi. km 

«nft«^lM^-5r|c#S«l*fliL. KinPRft 

T-**nu±m' «tME#siaR« kmr»6o 



4: fete, KIBtBLfcKEEffiWift-r-^ 
*i£35 2 Of^f $>*;Wi*A«*^»fc«»-r SB 2 o 

e«&b ttttsnmia&w t zmirc c 

[flt$H2 53 fflNE£ 1 OEIIKBtt* ME^f*** 

^*<*rtwu:Hffisnrv^cii:*«fa4:irsBi*«2 
4 mm<o ^xt^o 

[R«91 2 6 3 WEB 1 RXfm 2 Of-fW/WI^XB 
**««\ HuiBJEffi^«-r-^^^*r«^«^^:^{H^ 

^«F«i:-rSfS««2 4Ett©i^r***^$/xxA 0 

Baia-rui;«#fflsiiB«, K^uem^tcm^oe-^ 
[m«q; 2 8 3 mzm 1 oewkbu. * y t 

^ci: fc f «nRH 2 4 E«t<D if 7 s ** >c ^ is 

[11^312 93 «JESH 1 OEHSItt, f-f**»** 
UT*«Cfc*W«fcr SMS* 2 4E«©e7**** 

[W#2I3 0] WEVfx**^^*#«:S9E^fflEa«E 

[|f^3S3 13 fuIB^IBii^Bti, ^etc. SeftWR 
^ 6ttat««**J«r 5AC7 £V ^ , at/^itaimM 

MEM l 07*^^;l/fi^Affl*#l8:*^«[Ea2<D7 ? 

-f ^*^«#Aa*^a^roEffitt««7*-^^iRHs$ 

[§S^3 2 3 WE^f f **?«'7*f**WE^»EaKe 



(4) 



^¥8- 1 1 6 4 8 1 



b, KENnM?'--**EitTftEttttB, rebbb 
cooo 1] 

[0 0 0 2] 

[«#©S»B] Se^Otf-r^^^^T'fi. National Te 
chnical Report* Vol.37 No.3Jun.1991 pp.263- 2721C 

fcLtttlfftf-^l/^-^ (VTR) ^fflt^tl, 

VTR*^— OOttWciRfe&tlTV^o »fi*L 
fc RBtt C OK(*rt tC i&#> £> tlfc V T R lc J: o T t— ^ 
KEBSn, VTRf-^S»nc fclCfcOgBtK 

/VTR— VTR»»*VTRf-7 

«jfi6£ tr x * * * ^ **5rr sctm^ 

[0 0 0 3] *ZLX\ 5 3 2 5 1 

tf»BB¥4-3 2 8 9 6 6 #&«K:EtS<£nfcl£ -r** 
j*-7lcE«2ft"Cl/>£«fc-Mc, VTR^fflVvflc, ft* 
5?fflRLfclR«^-**JEffiU UfcEB 

^^ntt^o ccfcE«*nfc«iBTtt. a—wv 
TR'T-yo«fedKa*»c*«#^ j ey*3£»"e*s«k 

[0 0 0 4] 

VT R^ffll^T^f^T— rtc^lf >yu<fcd i:-rs 

t> y*fy^*c«r*wiHW:, BBicBLfcftn∋ 



ZMmoftmtfSfrZtlte^C tic**. 

[0005] tits i c*-F*«K-e#s«#fc*-;5 
< ^0 l < «T*r « k ^3 hub 

[0006] SmmMteoe-r*** 
[0007] 

BBt*— B^HMEB, s^iMM^-r--* 

brbt*— **eim-*b i (oiEmmm. msmm \ <o 

[0 0 0 8] £fc, *«W<0lf7 ff **^^$/^'r^«, 
±Elff***^9*#k»»E«B«*6j«0, BEMff 
EMttBtt* Ke<r*rt*^:«*©» 1 O-r-f S^'HI 

A*-r *m i <ot-c ^*;mi*a**ib, straw 1 © 

IBm^Scfc 0 ^SiT^ot, Km l O-r-f $>*;WI 
*f A*;3M£U: ^oTA^J b fcKJEBRBf*- * fcEBf 
«IR2 0EttUMB*4rr«. 
[0 0 0 9] 

Wm lfv s **^7*f*k:rtR«nfcE«ftBtt, E 
B»»T», r^^;I/WHi»fSli:j;oT 

«^»OE«S6«TfTS:A*01?. eft*y7*mc 
rtKSnfcEttSBti. ^Wft^^eU^-fX*^* 
U*K, «*OVTRf--ykJt^*te/ha!«:t)0* 

*#3?r6»IR-e*fti^J;3fc:Bfii-ntf, HmM^iftc 
* DBB^#aWWB*ft*c fctt*v\, 
[0 0 10] ^^5. n»E»«BfcE»*nfc*«-r- 
^»E«KB3!P6ffi»»«7 f --**lff s * 



(5) 



^fOT8-l 1 6 4 8 1 



So 

[0 0 1 1 3 

So Hltt*^fc*a^**>«9©-«««*iS1- 
7ny*iaT*&So C<Dfcf-r*#*92 0*4, tRIKlR? 
K CDS/AGC!e]B2, A/DR»»3, 
0B4, fflBi#MlElB5, 'J 6, asnsiBS 

7. v^f^y (v-f ^nnyfcfa-*) 8, f-utTfi^ 
A*«f9, fr^/H/OIBflO, fbef^ 
ftig^l l > **y avbn— 9 l 2, RtfD/AKiR 
Bl 7 ftTVS&. 

[oo 1 23 ■nnB7icj:oTUfe«ti«ii{URTi 

0«*«KPtt« CDS/AG CUB 20A*«B : ?tC«« 
$n5e CDS/AGC!slB20a*ie^tt. A/D^ 
«»3®20©A*tt?©-#fc»tt£ftS. -rUffl 
^A*«l?9«, A/DKH«3 0fll»OA*«l?»C» 

s^snso A/Da*«3ou*«s^«, fi^soaisie 
4©A**8 : Ffc:»tt£ti3. «^«iaiHiB4 0ffl*JH? 

D/AKWBl 7 0XA«TlCffiR«A«. D/A 

i^n^o ««MIHBl4 0 2O0Xffl»«IH t tt, ffi&i 
ftglUB 504 o^AW^ig^tO l ~DJkxS~?4 a y 8 *c 

tiSo flE«#«laIB5 0flSOAHi*«8^«, 
^-f i?*frl/.Otil¥l 0, ^3>8&tf¥W{*;<^ 
'J60AHiA9fU:^»«?Mo v-fnyste. IB 
1SI13B7, {I#fcUI[H]B4, EE*ttSHB5&tf;<«y 
nvhn-^ l 2fc»ttSn«o T^ny8t4. «U 

a^ho-s 1 2*^lt*w»^*u 6*anrr«. 
s^ic, 4mw***y 6*4, a-weiK:ifft*^ 
92 ort**6fto^**^«aT«t)W*6nT*o, 
emi&*c <fc s w^-r- * o»**Rih-r s HISS & -3 T 

V^So 

[ooi 3] frfr&mtiiic&^x. **9*-F-cttffl 

{l*ftf£/££n, C0»flWl^*:CDS/AGCElB2 

ft, A/DK»«3Tf f W^^;I/«^*cKIR«nSo 3: 
ft, 9^>A**-KT«ffl-rs*&K:*4, T*Utffi^ 
A 9 6 A^3 5 ftft A / D 

3 T*tV S>*/l/«*t*C»«3ft* 0 
[0 0 1 43 A/Dg«B3**6ffl*sn*f f -ri>#/l> 

«*»*4, m^sosisiB 4 tc«*e^n«o *^7*-ho 

(4, m#«ffllHlB4t4s WSfl^fcfefi«^«r* 
F©J§^*c*4, (i^5aS@B4*4, ^-fS^MM 
[0 0 1 53 ««MHB4-C£«Snfc*fttt«fl» 



*4, D/A^&&§1 7-pr^Dy«#*cR»*tl, rU 

ed^tt^a&RM i*6iu*«n« 0 £ft, -B^jasiH] 
B4**j«*ftfcftjM»fciWM»tt* aEtm*g[UB 

s Q ¥mw**v etpzfrfr*f*m j f~**:m&m'rm 

IWWtfaiMros^LT^^;!/ 1 /OAS 
0*cfciJ2)£ftSo £ft, C©E*6;*ftfcl&«-r-* 
*4, ffit6#«@B5T-r— ^ffft^tlT, mm£m\Bfi& 
4K{ft£2ftS e <I*fffliIEB4*4, CCDfegffi^^rfe 

C<Olfi^«S^D/ASglSl 7T7t 

s^stcrso 

[0 0 1 63 W±<D<fc3*c, C(Dlfft^^7m IB 

sot, B«^*#iir^fflfc**c * 
*»fM^y*c— bme»**u c ^y ices 

So ^ct% ef^^7 2 0O^as*cS9:*tft^gPiHa 

Tt^OT, 7*n^VTR&£Tia«£ftfctt««*i 
«ET@S£ft.T^S<DT, 

[o o i 73 1^2*4, ianc*5tti¥W(*>«^u 6o— 

«>x/n-6 1-6 5*«JBLT«fiRLftfc(D-e* 

So co««*cj:ntf, ^mwty 6oi cwx 
[0 0 l 83 ^3*4, *secJ:sef^^70fflO 

*c*4Ri— w#*o**r*D, sa-rs^^^ss-rSo 



(6) 



1 1 6 4 8 1 



[0 0 19] B4^ 

a«i/o**i 6*sa»fteifc-efeSo E.mw&\5\& 

5 O 1 OOAffl^iB^^afl^^A 1 5 <0 Affl*>**fc 

«i/o**i 6tc««5tiTv^ 0 s&k, a«i/ 

0*8*1 6ti4>«OiBffl«»k:»tt^n*o a- 

ira, a*ftSteM*nftvTRae©»aBEWiii 

SnfcRfifc-r-^te, a«*f\kl 5*c«J;t)ffl«I/0 
**1 6»61^0im«^LT±B^flBWtl 

c <:«<Mioiw#rt« a it 
*^5fcaflt*7*i*fca«i/o*B : F*w*titf^ ma 

[002 0] B5(^ HK H3&tfH4©lf7 ? **^ 
9lC*»**fl*WUIft4 fcf*-*ffi*#»@B5©- 
«#W*jSLfcfc(DT?**o ffi^ifiJllHlB 4 ti, *;><^ 

mm&wmm 34, tu e «*m&jiihib 3 5 , ^mm 3 

8, X^7f33, 3 6Rtf3 7*et«o ffl&S#g[H 
B5te, J3E$i[E]g&4 1 , #SlslK4 2, 3 9, 

4 3, 4 4, 4 5Rtf4 6*WtS„ f-r^I/O 
OJ:Dffi^#m0SS5tc^^n/c:T r -^^, X 
^yf4 5, 4 4*^LT#MK4 2ICttfeSn*. 
#!IelK4 2^f-^^ X^7f-3 9*^LtS 

a-?-***. g#sasniB4ti:A^$nSc flrauaa 

B4(cA^$n/cT r -^^, 3 6, 3 7£;frL 

TKMi3 8tClRM«tl«. CTB3 80tt*OTtt« 
4NHB9B4 0UAA«^4:«. WMHUBB 4 OfflA 
-D/AK«WlcWft^ft«. v^nysteXY 
7f 3 3, 3 6, 3 7, 3 9, 4 3, 4 4, 4 5, 4 
6, **7mmUim\B}&3 4, -rUlf«^fflS@B3 
5, 2HS3 8. JE$HHIB4 1, #fi@B 4 2 KfflRS 

[002 1] ttT*OBft*BWf*o I / 

0**1 0*0 A^tifeffiB^tifeKI-r-***, flE 
*»*@B5 0*0#fiIiIB4 2-Pffft*tlTE*fffi 



BMfcx-**** fl#«affllHlB4fcA*«n, 3581883 8 

Tffij««nT«^jEfli®B4*oui*j«n«o «*mdh 

HB4*0ffl**nfcS»l«nfeBM»«^tt, d/as? 
33, 36, 37, 39, 43, 44, 45, 4 6tev 

«{zii/iz£-z> x±t2<Dmmzi&% cfc 5 kiww o 6 

tlZo fc*5. *^]SS0ljT^ifcf7 ? ^^><^M2 btcAK 

AHTV*tf« Ctltt'^F^-f 1 3T**xfcl> 0 
[0 0 2 2] B6(i, 1 OtfT^^^ffl^fctfv^ 

*5, CCm BIl^trT 8 **^^*^^^ 1^31: 

^tiH40if«r**y^Ov^ti**fflv^rfe*i\ c 

© iff***^ 9 2 o KctttEeti«n<meimB 2 3 » % 

7*^^*^1/0**1 0fc?*-f5>#;M/o**7 1 
4^LT»««*ltV^o f*-fS>#/M/0**7 1 
te, 3> Fa— ^ 1 4 fc¥WfM^eu 1 8fc-r- 
^^S&tSc ¥*f***y l 8(i, f^i^M/O 
ig*7 1 tf-^M/^3 2tC7 f ~*^r^*r§o 

^U3^hu- 7 i 4tt* #3»f*y^ey 1 8 tcWf 

-*^«^*TSo f-^XhU^3 2li, 

y 1 sic-?- s 0 
[0023] KT, meotr^^^^v-XT-Atcfc^ 

T, *W*^*U6fc8E*«nTV^*ffi*«nfcWfc7*" 

-#*wbhe«mi 2 3 tci^^n^sj^tco^r^ 

x-^te, EK#5iB5. ef^^720Of-r^ 
1 /Oig* 1 0 , KcmttEflBM 2 3 Of** 5>* 
;!/ 1/0**7 l*fl*LT¥«HM*y 1 8K|ga«n 
5o fcfc. ffifci-r-^te, ffiM#SBB5«r^LT|gai 

»^f-^XhU-^3 2tcK^^n^o 

[0 0 2 4] **C % 0 6Otf^^^ ^^X-r-^tC^^ 
T, ft8Nc«£gB2 3teE*«ftTfcflE*«ftfcWM* 

t5o »jKniffi3a:7*-*xFu-^3 2*c8aa«nrt^ 

p<^'J 1 8, ^^#^1/0**7 1, Rt;ex^-^ 
p<^2 0.O7*-f i^*;H/0**l 0£:frLTJEI[§#:g 
|sIB5 7?#«$nSo ^etC, ffS$nfc-r-*«, ft 
#^EB4T*xUe{§#lCg»;*n, ^etcD/A^ 
^§§1 7T7'^D^7 L Ulfm^cSjft$n, T^UtTfg 
^ffi*J**l lS^LTBWftS, clOxUtTfi^Ci 

[0 0 2 5] CCDtr^^^^^T-^JCcfcntf, kf-r 
^^^7812 0 OiH^¥® fc L T*W*^ *U6*ffl 

«/j«otrf**>« 



(7) 



WBfl¥8-l 1 6 4 8 1 



*ttMB»«B2 3£reBSnT^3EttSftfcl««7^ 
^^tfft*^72 OfcA*K #ftLT^6fHfa§ 

2 SOKB^SttfrKWBfcT*-*;* h 2 

t), BBT**^f f -*©«*WB*n*l\ *L 
T, lf-r^-^^^2 0OMf-^t^9GMll2 3 
MBM** -S*Wf*y*U 1 8lcffilT*f£3M 

fr&A*Lfc7^ue«^*tt»Kfias«2 3fcg*HLfc 

[0 0 2 6] 07&, BloeT^a^fcffl^fcfcT-r 
B7tt, B6<OS/X-rAtc*5WS^8Ria»««2 3<D¥ 
V l 9 jfcfc©T*s 0 cnii, /vynvo/N 

[0 0 2 7] 08^ *ftWO\£.T*i3**7i/7><Tlx\Z 
»**#«BO»K<0«*iR'rBT** o CCTU tf 
f^^7 2 0^ ftffiiB»«B2 3. TV^2 
2, 7tnyVTR2 1*««?nT^o £7**** 
52 0©-rUlf<i#A7jtt : ?9«7'^nyvTR 2 ltc 
8««n, kTf^^72 OOf^^W/OSf 1 

o«n»E»««2 3tc««i$n, -ruffi^m^s^ 

1 l«TV*-*2 2K:»«£n5o CCT/B^seT* 

^■^^72 o&tf^fiPia«»B2 3«5fefca^fefeo<D 
c:m juii/ojstpi 6t*«ffl«nrt>a: 

*^92 0icrtK*tlft-l»E««O^tU (¥*f** 
^U6^A-Kf^X^ 1 3) KKBSttT^SBMfc-r 

-^*n«ia»asB2 3*c«gaiLrc»), Tv^e-^22 

Tfl>»KBSM2 3fc*Of>i*r*Ci:#T**. 
[0 0 2 8] B9«, *?£W<D £7*** * 5 v'Xt^K 

*5t*a*«»o«ttofSow*^'rB"p**o t£-r*a 

^7 2 0(i, TV^22Mfr^;l/VTR2 7 
£»8t;?nTl^So lff**^720ttHK i3M 
B4Kl^Lfcfe©©(,vf4vCfc«fct\ > tff^^72 0 



O^-f i^#;l/I/OB?i 0ttf-<y>;l/VTR2 7lc 
J8«Sft, £7****5 2 OCDrUffiWAWl 1 
»TV«>2 2lC«gJc*ft£o C<DJ:5fcfc«»S:» 
8W*CfcK:«i:oT\ ^7****5 2 Ort<D-f$fB0ffl 
<D*^D y 6*/n— Kf-fX* 1 3) KfE 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

1. TITLE OF INVENTION 

Video camera and video camera system using video camera 

2. CLAIMS 
[Claim 1] 

A video camera comprising: 

an image pick-up device photo-electrically converting a formed optical image; 
an activating circuit activating the image pick-up device; 

a signal processing circuit performing a predetermined processing on an output 
signal of the image pick-up device and producing predetermined motion video data; 

a compression circuit performing a predetermined data compression on the motion 
video data and producing compressed video data; 

a storage device storing the compressed video data; and 

a digital signal output device outputting the compressed video data read from the 
storage device to an outside of the video camera body. 
[Claim 2] 
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The video camera set forth in claim 1 , wherein the storage device is fixed inside a 
video camera body. 
[Claim 3] 

The video camera set forth in claim 1, wherein the storage device is a 
semi-conductor memory. 
[Claim 4] 

The video camera set forth in claim 3, wherein a semi-conductor memory to be 
used as the first storage device is consisted of a multi-layer of a plurality of memory 
wafers. 
[Claim 5] 

The video camera set forth in claim 1 , wherein the semi-conductor memory is a 
disk-type memory. 
[Claim 6] 

The video camera set forth in claim 1 further comprising: 

a decompression circuit decompressing compressed video data from the storage 
device; 

a TV signal processing circuit converting decompressed motion video data to a TV 
signal; and 

a TV signal output device outputting the TV signal outside. 
[Claim 7] 

The video camera set forth in claim 6, wherein the digital signal output device 
outputs the compressed video data outside and is a digital signal input/output device 
inputting compressed video data from an outside, and the decompression circuit 
decompresses compressed video data from the digital signal input/output device. 
[Claim 8] 

The video camera set forth in claim 1 further comprising: 
a TV signal input device; and 

a TV signal processing circuit converting the motion video data input from the TV 
signal processing circuit to the motion video data, wherein the compression circuit 
performs a data compression processing on motion video data converted by the TV 
signal processing circuit, and produces the compressed data. 
[Claim 9] 

The video camera set forth in claim 1 further comprising: 

a communication circuit sending out compressed data read from the storage 
device to an outside network. 
[Claim 10] 

A video camera system comprising: 

an image pick-up device photo-electrically converting a formed optical image; 
an activating circuit activating the image pick-up device; 
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a signal processing circuit performing a predetermined processing on an output 
signal of the image pick-up device and producing predetermined motion video data; 

a compression circuit performing a predetermined data compression on the motion 
video data and producing compressed video data; 

a first storage device storing the compressed video data; 

a video camera body including a first digital signal output device outputting the 
compressed video data read from the storage device to an outside of the video camera 
body; 

a first digital signal input device being detachably connected to a first digital signal 
output device of the video camera body and inputting the compressed video data; and 

an external recording system being larger in a capacity than the first storage 
device and including a second storage device storing the compressed video data input 
by the first storage device. 
[Claim 11] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein the first digital signal 
output device is a first light emitting device converting an electric signal indicative of the 
compressed video data and outputting the converted signal outside, and the first digital 
signal input device is a first light receiving device converting the light signal from the 
light emitting device to the electric signal. 
[Claim 12] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein the external recording 
system further includes a second digital signal output device outputting the 
compressed video data read from the second storage device, the video camera body is 
further detachably connected to the second digital signal output device of the external 
recording system and includes a second digital signal input device inputting the 
compressed video data, a decompression circuit decompressing the compressed video 
data input by the second digital signal input device, a TV signal processing circuit 
converting motion video data decompressed by the decompression circuit, and a TV 
signal output device outputting the TV signal outside. 
{Claim 13} 

The video camera system set forth in claim 12, wherein the first digital signal 
output device and the second digital input device are a sort of a first digital signal 
input/output terminal transmitting data bidirectionally, and the first digital signal input 
device and the second digital signal output device are a sort of a second digital signal 
input/output terminal being detachably connected to the first digital signal input/output 
terminal. 
[Claim 14] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 12, wherein the second digital signal 
output device is a second light emitting device converting an electric signal indicative of 
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the compressed video data to a light signal and outputting the converted signal outside, 
and the second digital signal input device is a second light receiving device converting 
a light signal from the light emitting device to an electric signal again. 
[Claim 15] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 14, wherein the TV signal output 
device is a third light emitting device converting the TV signal to a light signal and 
outputting the converted signal outside, and the external recording system further 
includes a third light receiving device converting a light signal from the third light 
emitting device, and a TV signal output device outputting the TV signal from the third 
light receiving signal outside. 
[Claim 16] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein the video camera body 
further includes a TV signal input device inputting a TV signal from an outside, and a 
TV signal processing circuit performing a predetermined processing on the TV signal 
and producing the motion video data. 
[Claim 17] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein the first storage device is 
fixed inside the video camera body. 
[Claim 18] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein the first storage device is a 
semi-conductor memory. 
[Claim 19] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 18, wherein a semi-conductor memory 
to be used as the first storage device is consisted of a multi-layer of a plurality of 
memory wafers. 
[Claim 20] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein the first storage device is a 
disk-type memory. 
[Claim 21] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein a connection between the 
first digital signal output device and the first digital signal input device is established by 
loading the video camera body on a predetermined position of the external recording 
system. 
[Claim 22] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 10, wherein the external recording 
system further includes an AC adapter producing a direct current from a direct current 
power source and a power source output terminal, the video camera system further 
includes a power source input terminal inputting the direct current power source from 
the power source output terminal, and a chargeable battery to which the direct current 
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power source input by the power source input terminal is delivered, and when 
transmitting the compressed video data from the first digital signal output device to the 
first digital signal input device, the battery is charged. 
[Claim 23] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 22, wherein connections between the 
first digital signal output device and the first digital signal input device and between the 
power source output terminal and the power source input terminal are established by 
loading the video camera body on a predetermined position of the external recording 
system. 
[Claim 24] 

A video camera system comprising: 

an image pick-up device photo-electrically converting a formed optical image; 
an activating circuit activating the image pick-up device; 

a signal processing circuit performing a predetermined processing on an output 
signal of the image pick-up device and producing predetermined motion video data; 

a compression circuit performing a predetermined data compression on the motion 
video data and producing compressed video data; 

a first storage device storing the compressed video data; 

a first digital signal input/output device outputting the compressed video data read 
from the storage device to an outside of the video camera body and inputting the 
compressed video data from an outside; 

the decompression circuit performing the compressed video data input by the first 
digital signal input/output device and producing the motion video data once again; 

a video camera body including a TV signal output device outputting the TV signal 
outside; 

a second digital signal input/output device being detachably connected to a first 
digital signal input/output device of the video camera body, inputting the compressed 
video data from the video camera body, and outputting the compressed video data to 
the video camera body; and 

an external recording system being larger in a capacity than the first storage 
device, storing the compressed video data input by the second digital signal 
input/output device and including a second storage device delivering the stored 
compressed video data to the second digital signal input/output device. 
[Claim 25] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 24, wherein the first storage device is 
fixed inside the video camera body, 
[claim 26] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 24, wherein the first and second digital 
signal output devices are consisted of a light emitting device converting an electric 
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signal indicative of the compressed video data and outputting the converted signal 
outside, and a light receiving device converting an entered light signal to the electric 
signal. 
[Claim 27] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 24, wherein the video camera body 
further includes a TV signal input device inputting a TV signal from an outside, and the 
TV signal processing circuit performs a predetermined signal processing on the TV 
signal and produces the motion video data. 
[Claim 28] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 24, wherein the first storage device is a 
semi-conductor memory. 
[Claim 29] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 24, wherein the first storage device is a 
disk-type memory. 
[Claim 30] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 24, wherein a connection between the 
first digital signal input/output device and the second digital signal input/output device is 
established by loading the video camera on a predetermined position of the external 
recording system. 
[Claim 31] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 24, wherein the external recording 
system further includes an AC adapter producing a direct current from a direct current 
power source and a power source output terminal outputting the direct current power 
source, the video camera system further includes a power source input terminal 
inputting the direct current power source from the power source output terminal, and a 
chargeable battery to which the direct current power source input by the power source 
input terminal is delivered, and when transmitting the compressed video data from the 
first digital signal input/output device to the second digital signal input/output device, 
the battery is charged. 
[Claim 32] 

The video camera system set forth in claim 31, wherein connections between the 
first digital signal input/output device and the second digital signal input/output device, 
and between the power source output terminal and the power source input terminal are 
established by loading the video camera body on a predetermined position of the 
external recording system. 
[Claim 33] 

A video camera comprising: 

an image pick-up device photo-electrically converting a formed optical image; 
an activating circuit activating the image pick-up device; 



7 



a signal processing circuit performing a predetermined processing on an output 
signal of the image pick-up device and producing predetermined motion video data; 

a compression circuit performing a predetermined data compression on the motion 
video data and producing compressed video data; 

a storage device storing the compressed video data; 

a digital signal output device outputting the compressed video data read from the 
storage device to an outside of the video camera body; 

a decompression circuit performing compressed video data from the storage 
device; 

a TV signal processing circuit converting the decompressed motion video data; and 
a TV signal output device outputting the TV signal outside. 

[Detailed description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to a video camera using a semi-conductor memory or 
a disk-type memory as a video-recording device and a video camera system using the 
video camera. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] 

In a conventional video camera, as described in [National Technical Report] Vol.37 
No.3 Jun.1991 pp. 263-272, a video tape recorder (VTR) is used as a recording device 
of a video taken with a video camera, and the video camera and VTR are housed in 
one box. The taken video is recorded on a tape by VTR housed in the box, and 
replacement of the tape enables long time video data to be recorded. However, in 
such the unified video camera/VTR-type camera, as a part of VTR cannot be made 
smaller than a VTR cassette tape in principle, a video camera cannot be achieved that 
is as ultra compact a size as a cassette. 
[0003] 

Then, as described in the video camera disclosed in Patent laid-open application 
gazettes H06-253251 and H04-328966, without using VTR, by compressing video data 
taken with a camera and recording the compressed data on a semi-conductor memory, 
it has been proposed to achieve an ultra compact video. According to the prior art 
described herein, the semi-conductor memory is put into an IC card such that a user 
can replace the semi-conductor memory freely like a VTR tape, and is configured so as 
to be detachable from the video camera body. 
[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] 

[0004] 
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But, the IC card using the semi-conductor memory is generally more expensive 
than the video tape, and is not suitable for long-time storage of the video data. For 
this reason, when duplicating the video data to a video tape using a separate 
stay-at-home (stationary) VTR for long-term storage of video data, the duplication takes 
much time as taken with a video shooting, and thus, a great deal of burden is put on a 
user. Also, in this case, video data recorded by a digital signal is converted back to 
analogue data, so that a feature of a digital recording cannot be utilized. 
[0005] 

If the IC card is configured to be detachable, there is a problem in that it becomes 
more than likely that data is broken down due to static electricity, a terminal malfunction 
or vibration, etc., thereby greatly reducing reliability. On the other hand, when the 
semi-conductor memory is built in the video camera body and is configured to be 
non-detachable, there is a problem in that limited time video data is the only one that 
can be recorded. 
[0006] 

An object of the present invention is to achieve a video camera system 
capable of recording long-time video data using a video camera being an ultra 
compact like a video cassette of 8mm standard and enabling recording/playback, 
and further a video camera system not putting burden on a user for the purpose 
of long-time storage of video data. 

[Means for Solving the Problem] 
[0007] 

In order to solve the aforementioned problems, a video camera of the present 
invention includes an image pick-up device converting a formed optical image 
photo-electrically, an activating circuit activating the image pick-up device, a signal 
processing circuit performing a predetermined signal processing on an output signal of 
the image pick-up device and producing predetermined motion video data, a 
compression circuit performing predetermined data compression processing on the 
motion video data and producing compressed video data, first storage device storing 
the compressed video data and a first digital signal output device outputting the 
compressed video data read from the first storage device to an outside of the video 
camera body. 
[0008] 

Also, the video camera of the present invention includes the video camera body and 
an external storage device, wherein the external storage device is detachably 
connected to a first digital signal output device of the video camera body, and includes 
a first digital signal input device inputting the compressed video data, and a second 
storage device being larger in a capacity than the first storage device and storing the 
compressed vide data input by the first digital signal input device. 
[0009] 
[Function] 
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A storage device built in a video camera body stores compressed video data 
temporarily and the compressed video data is, after completing a video shooting, 
transmitted to an external storage device via a cable, light or a public communication 
line by way of a digital signal output device. Thus, long time storage of video data is 
possible with an external storage device, so that a storage device built in a video 
camera body can use a very compact memory in a size such as a semi-conductor 
memory and/or a disk-type memory in comparison with a conventional video tape. 
Also, if the storage device is fixed so as not to be detached, video data is not destroyed 
due to static electricity and the like. 
[0010] 

Playback of video data recorded in an external storage device inputs again 
compressed video data from the external storage device into a video camera body, and, 
after performing data decompression and converting the data to a TV signal in the 
video camera body, may be implemented by outputting the TV signal into a TV monitor 
and the like. 
[0011] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] 

An example embodiment of the present invention will be described below with 
reference to diagrams. Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing one example embodiment 
of a video camera in accordance with the present invention. Video camera 20 
includes image pick-up device 1, CDS/AGS circuit 2, A/D converter 3, signal 
processing circuit 4, compression/decompression circuit 5, semi-conductor memory 6, 
activating circuit 7, micon (microprocessor-controlled device) 8, TV signal input 
terminal 9, memory controller 12 and D/A converter 17. 
[0012] 

An output terminal of image pick-up device 1 activated by activating circuit 7 is 
connected to an input terminal of CDS/AGS circuit 2. An output terminal of CDS/AGS 
circuit 2 is connected to one of two input terminals of A/D converter 3. TV signal input 
terminal 9 is connected to another input terminal of A/D converter 3. An output 
terminal of A/D converter 3 is connected to an input terminal of signal processing circuit 
4. An output terminal of signal processing circuit 4 is connected to an input terminal of 
D/A converter 17. An output terminal of D/A converter 17 is connected to TV signal 
output terminal 11. Two input/output terminals of signal processing circuit 4 are 
connected to one of four input/output terminals of compression/decompression circuit 5, 
and to micon 8, respectively. Other input/output terminals of 

compression/decompression circuit 5 are connected to digital I/O terminal 10, and 
input/output terminals of micon 8 and semi-conductor memory 6, respectively. Micon 
8 is connected to activating circuit 7, signal processing circuit 4, 
compression/decompression circuit 5 and memory controller 12. Micon 8 is controls 
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semi-conductor memory 6 via memory controller 12. Furthermore, semi-conductor 
memory 6 is built in with a structure such that a user cannot remove it from a video 
camera freely, and its structure prevents video data from being destroyed due to a 
static electricity. 
[0013] 

With such the structure, when used in a camera mode, a photoelectric conversion is 
performed by image pick-up device 1, then a video signal is produced, processing such 
as noise-reduction processing and/or processing to make a signal level flat is 
performed on the video signal in CDS/AGS circuit 2, and the picture signal is converted 
to a digital signal by A/D converter 3. When used in line input mode, a composite 
video signal input from TV signal input terminal 9 is converted to a digital signal by A/D 
converter 3. 
[0014] 

A digital signal output from by A/D converter 3 is delivered to signal processing 
circuit 4. In a case of the camera mode, signal processing circuit 4 produces a 
brightness signal and a color-difference signal, modulates the color-difference signal 
with a color subcarrier, and produces a composite vide signal by further mixing the 
brightness signal. Or in a case of the line input mode, signal processing circuit 4 
separates the digital signal into the brightness signal and a modulated color signal, and 
decodes the modulated color signal into the color-difference signal. 
[0015] 

The composite vide signal produced by signal processing circuit 4 is converted to 
an analogue signal by D/A converter 17, and is output from TV signal output terminal 11 . 
The color-difference signal and the brightness signal produced by signal processing 
circuit 4 is delivered to compression/decompression circuit 5, stored in semi-conductor 
memory 6 with data compressed, and, at the same time, is output from digital I/O 
terminal 10. When reading the vide data from semi-conductor memory 6, the 
compressed color-difference signal and brightness signal from semi-conductor memory 
6 are output to digital I/O terminal 10 via compression/decompression circuit 5. The 
compressed video data is decompressed by compression/decompression circuit 5, and 
delivered to signal processing circuit 4. Signal processing circuit 4 modulates the 
color-difference signal with the color subcarrier, and produces the composite video 
signal by mixing the modulated color-difference signal with the brightness signal. This 
composite video signal is converted to an analogue signal by D/A converter 17, and is 
caused to be output from TV signal output terminal 11. 
[0016] 

As described above, in this video camera, as a recorder, the semi-conductor 
memory is used, not VTR, so that it becomes possible to make a system as a whole 
very compact. Furthermore, a video signal obtained by a picture taking is temporarily 
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stored in the semi-conductor memory with data compressed, video data stored in the 
semi-conductor memory is output from the digital I/O terminal. For this reason, by 
transmitting this video signal to an external storage device provided at an outside of 
video camera 20, the video signal can be stored. The video signal is output from the 
digital I/O terminal as digital data, so that deterioration of an image quality cannot arise 
even when the signal is duplicated. Moreover, as the input terminal and the output 
terminal for the analogue TV signal are provided, even a video signal recorded by an 
analogue VTR can be stored in the external storage device by converting the analogue 
signal to the digital signal, the digital data stored in the semi-conductor memory can be 
also viewed by the existing TV monitor. Furthermore, in this video camera, the 
semi-conductor memory is fixed with the structure such that it cannot be removed 
freely by the user, so that it is possible to prevent the semi-conductor memory from 
being damaged. 
[0017] 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing one specific example of semi-conductor memory 6 
shown in Fig. 1. Semi-conductor memory 6 is consisted of a multi-layer of memory 
wafers 61 to 65. With this structure, without increasing an IC chip size of 
semi-conductor memory 6, it is possible to increase a recording capacity, thereby 
enabling increase in an amount of data to be temporarily stored in semi-conductor 
memory 6 without increasing a size of video camera 20. 
[0018] 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera according 
to the present invention. The same symbols are used in the parts corresponding to 
those in Fig.1, so their explanations will be left out. What is different from the video 
camera of Fig. 1 is that, instead of semi-conductor memory 6, hard disk 13 is used. 
Hard disk 13 is fixed on video camera 20 with a structure such that a user cannot 
remove it outside from the camera freely, and is structured preventing breakdown due 
to vibration accompanying with attachment and detachment. This video camera can 
provide the same effects as with the video camera of Fig. 1. Furthermore, as a 
storage capacity of the hard disk is generally larger than that of semi-conductor 
memory 6, it makes possible to largely increase an amount of video data to be 
temporarily recorded in the video camera. 
[0019] 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera according 
to the present invention. The same symbols are used in the parts corresponding to 
those in Fig. 1 , so their explanations will be left out. What is different from the video 
camera shown in Fig. 1 is that communication modem 15 and communication I/O 
terminal 16 are provided. One of input/output terminals of 

compression/decompression 5 is connected to one of input/output terminals of 
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communication modem 15, and another input/output terminal of communication 
modem 15 is connected to communication I/O terminal 16. Furthermore, 
communication I/O terminal 16 is connected to a public communication network and 
the like. On the other hand, a user similarly connects an external recording system 
such as VTR and the like set up in a house, etc. to the communication network. Video 
data compressed by compression/decompression circuit 5 or video data read from 
semi-conductor memory 6, compressed by compression/decompression circuit 5 and 
delivered from compression/decompression circuit 5 is transmitted from communication 
I/O terminal 16 by way of communication modem 15 to the described external 
recording system to the described external recording system via the public 
communication network. This video camera can provide the same effects as with the 
video camera of Fig. 1, and further a user can shoot a video for a long hour without 
carrying the external recording system with him/her. The communication modem is 
built in video camera 20, but it may be provided outside video camera 20. If the video 
camera of Fig. 3 is provided with the communication modem and the communication 
I/O terminal, the same effects can be obtained. 
[0020] 

Fig. 5 shows one specific example of signal processing circuit 4 and data 
compression/decompression circuit 5 in the video cameras shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4. 
Signal processing circuit 4 includes camera signal processing circuit 34, TV signal 
processing circuit 35, modular 38 and switches 33, 36 and 37. 
Compression/decompression circuit 5 includes compression circuit 41 , decompression 
circuit 42 and switches 39, 43, 44, 45 and 46. Data delivered from digital I/O terminal 
10 to compression/decompression circuit 5 is delivered to decompression circuit 42 via 
switches 45 and 44. Output data of decompression circuit 42 becomes output data of 
compression/decompression circuit 5 via switch 39. The output data of 
compression/decompression circuit 5 is input to signal processing circuit 4. Data input 
to signal processing circuit is delivered to modular 38 via switches 36 and 37. An 
output signal of modular 38 becomes an output signal of signal processing circuit 4. 
The output signal of signal processing circuit 4 is delivered to a D/A converter. 
Microprocessor-controlled device 8 is connected to switches 33, 36, 37, 39, 43, 44, 45 
and 46, camera signal processing circuit 34, TV signal processing circuit 35, modular 
38, compression circuit 41 and decompression circuit 42. 
[0021] 

Action will be described below. Compressed video data input from digital I/O 
terminal 10 is decompressed by decompression circuit 4 Action will be described below. 
Compressed video data input from digital I/O terminal 10 is decompressed by 
decompression circuit 42 in compression/decompression circuit 5, and then is output 
from compression/decompression circuit 5. Video data output from 
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compression/decompression circuit 5 is input to signal processing circuit 4, is 
modulated by modular 38, and is output from signal processing circuit 4. A modulated 
video signal output from signal processing circuit 4 is converted to an analogue signal 
by D/A converter 17. Switches 33, 36, 37, 39, 43, 44, 45 and 46 are switched 

over in advance in such a manner that the above-described actions are taken by the 
micon. In the example embodiment, although semi-conductor memory 6 is used as a 
memory for recording video data built in video camera system 20, hard disk 13 may be 
used, too. 
[0022] 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing one example of a video camera system using the 
video camera of Fig. 1. Although the video camera of Fig.1 is used herein, any of 
video camera in Fig. 3 or 4 may be used. External recording system 23 to be 
connected to video camera 20 is connected via digital I/O terminals 10 and 71. Digital 
I/O terminal 71 delivers data to memory controller 14 and semi-conductor memory 18. 
Semi-conductor memory 18 delivers data to digital I/O terminal 71 and data storage 32. 
Memory controller 14 delivers control data to semi-conductor memory 18. Data 
storage 32 delivers data to semi-conductor memory 18. 
[0023] 

Action in which compressed video data stored in semi-conductor memory 6 is 
transmitted to external recording system 23 in the video camera system of Fig. 6 will be 
described below. Compressed video data stored in semi-conductor 6 is transmitted to 
semi-conductor memory 18 via compression/decompression circuit 5, digital I/O 
terminal 10 of video camera 20 and digital I/O terminal 71 of external recording system 
23. The compressed data is transmitted via compression/decompression circuit 5, but 
the data is transmitted in a state of being compressed. The video data once 
transmitted to semi-conductor memory 18 is further transmitted to detachable data 
storage 32. 
[0024] 

Action in which compressed video data stored in external recording system 23 is 
decompressed and converted to a TV signal in the video camera system of Fig. 6 will 
be described. Compressed video data stored in detachable data storage 32 is 
decompressed by compression/decompression circuit 5 via semi-conductor memory 18 
of external recording system 23, digital I/O terminal 71, and digital I/O terminal 10 of 
video camera 20. Furthermore, decompressed data is converted to the TV signal by 
signal processing circuit 4, further converted to an analogue TV signal by D/A converter 
17, and is output via TV signal output terminal 11. This TV signal is input to a TV 
monitor and the like, and is displayed as a video image. 
[0025] 

According to this video camera system, as a recording device of video camera 
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system 20, semi-conductor memory 6 is used, and as semi-conductor memory 6 is 
provided with a capacity enough to record temporarily, an ultra compact video camera 
can be achieved. Furthermore, compressed video data after taking a video is 
transmitted to external recording system 23 and when playing back content of external 
recording system 23, compressed video data stored in external recording system 23 is 
output as a TV signal after it is input to video camera 20 and is decompressed, so that 
a long-hour video data can be recorded and played back. And, as video data 
transmitted between video camera 20 and external recording system 23 is compressed 
video data, it can be transmitted at high speed. As a recording device of external 
recording system 23 is detachable data storage 32, a recordable amount of video data 
is not limited by replacing data storage 32. And, when video data of video camera 20 
is transmitted to external recording system 23, as the video data is transmitted to data 
storage 32 again after the video data is transmitted to semi-conductor memory 18 once 
at high speed, video camera system 20 is set released from a transmitting work faster 
than the video data is directly transmitted to data storage 32. Furthermore, a TV 
signal input from an outside can be recorded and played back in external recording 
system 23. 
[0026] 

Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
using the video camera of Fig. 1. Fig. 7 is what semi-conductor memory 18 of 
external recording system 23 and data storage 32 thereof in the system of Fig. 6 are 
replaced with hard disk 19. This is used when video data is recorded in a hard disk of 
PC. Even this system can provide the same effects as in the system of Fig. 6. 
[0027] 

Fig. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a connection of each device in the video 
camera system of the present invention. Herein, external recording system 23, TV 
monitor 22 and analogue VTR 21 are connected to video camera 20. TV signal input 
terminal 9 of video camera 20 is connected to analogue VTR 21, digital I/O terminal 10 
of video camera 20 is connected to external recording system 23 and TV signal output 
terminal 11 is connected to TV monitor 22. Video camera 20 and external recording 
system 23 used herein may be any of what has been described before. But, in a case 
of the video camera shown in Fig. 4, communication I/O terminal is not used herein. 
Like this, connecting each device enables video data recorded in a memory 
(semi-conductor memory 6 and/or hard disk 13) used for a temporary recording built in 
video camera 20 to be transmitted to external recording system 23 and be monitored 
with TV monitor22. Also, video signal is played back with analogue VTR 21 and is 
input to TV signal input terminal 9, and can be duplicated to external recording system 
by processing the video data as described above. 
[0028] 
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Fig. 9 is a diagram showing another example of a connection of each device in the 
video camera system of the present invention. Video camera 20 is connected to TV 
monitor 22 and digital VTR 27. Video camera 20 may be any of what is shown in Figs. 
1, 3 and 4. Digital I/O terminal 10 of video camera 20 is connected to digital VTR 27, 
and TV signal output terminal 11 of video camera 20 is connected to TV monitor 22. 
Like this, a connection of each device enables video data recorded in a memory 
( semi-conductor 6 and/or hard disk 13) used for a temporary recording built in video 
camera 20 to be transmitted to digital VTR 27 and/or be monitored with TV monitor 22. 
[0029] 

Fig. 10 is a diagram showing another example of the video camera system of the 
present invention. Video camera 20 is connected to public communication network 24, 
and communication modem 25 is connected to communication network 24. PC 26 is 
connected to communication modem 25. Herein, the video camera shown in Fig. 4 is 
used as video camera 20. Communication I/O terminal 16 of video camera 20 is 
connected to communication modem 25 via public communication network 24. Video 
data is send from communication modem 25 to PC 26. Like this, a connection each 
device permits video data recorded in a memory (semi-conductor memory 6 and/or 
hard disk 13) used for a temporary recording to be read, and be transmitted from 
communication I/O terminal 16 to communication modem 25 via public communication 
network 24. Accordingly, video data can be taken into an internal memory of PC 26 
set up at a place different from video camera 20. 
[0030] 

Fig. 11 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera system of 
the present invention. This video camera system consists of video camera 20 and 
external recording system 23. Video camera 20 includes image pick-up device 1, 
CDS/AGS circuit 2, A/D converter 3, signal processing circuit 4, 
compression/decompression 5, semi-conductor memory 6, activating circuit 7, 
microprocessor-controlled device 8, memory controller 12, D/A converter 17, 
photo-electricity converters 28a, 28b and 28c, light receiving devices 76b and 77b and 
light receiving devices 76a and 77a. External recording system 23 includes 
semi-conductor 18, memory controller 14, photo-electricity converters 28d, 28e and 28f, 
light emitting devices 74b and 75b, light receiving devices 74a and 75a, digital I/O 
terminal 71, TV signal input terminal 72 and TV signal output terminal 73. An output 
signal of image pick-up device 1 activated by activating circuit 7 is delivered to 
CDS/AGS circuit 2. A light signal input from light receiving device 77a is delivered to 
photo-electricity converter 28c. An output signal of CDS/AGS circuit 2 and an output 
signal of photo-electricity converter 28c are delivered to A/D converter 3. An output 
signal of A/D converter 3 is delivered to signal processing circuit 4. An output signal of 
signal processing circuit 4 is delivered to D/A converter 17, microprocessor-controlled 
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device 8 and compression/decompression circuit 5. An output signal of D/A converter 
17 is delivered to photo-electricity converter 28b. An output signal of photo-electricity 
converter 28b is delivered to light emitting device 77b. Compression/decompression 
circuit 5 delivers data to signal processing circuit 4, semi-conductor 6, photo-electricity 
converter 28a and microprocessor-controlled device 8. Photo-electricity converter 28a 
delivers data to compression/decompression circuit 5 and light emitting device 76b. 
Light receiving device 76a delivers data to photo-electricity converter 28a. 
Microprocessor-controlled device 8 delivers control data to activating circuit 7, signal 
processing circuit 4, compression/decompression circuit 5 and memory controller 12. 
Memory controller 12 delivers control data to semi-conductor memory 6. Light 
emitting device 76a of video camera 20 is connected to light receiving device 74a of 
external recording system 23 by light. Light emitting device 77b of video camera 20 is 
connected to light receiving device 75a of external recording system 23 by light. Light 
receiving device 77a of video camera 20 is connected to light emitting device 75b of 
external recording system 23 by light. Light receiving devices 74a and light emitting 
device 74b are connected to photo-electricity converter 28b. Photo-electricity 
converter 28b delivers data to memory controller 14 and semi-conductor 18. 
Semi-conductor memory 18 delivers data to photo-electricity converter 28d and digital 
I/O terminal 71. Memory controller 14 delivers control data to semi-conductor 18. A 
signal input from light receiving device 75a is delivered to photo-electricity converter 
28e. An output signal of photo-electricity converter 28e is delivered to TV signal 
output terminal 73. A signal of TV signal input terminal 72 is delivered to 
photo-electricity converter 28f. An output signal of photo-electricity converter 28f is 
delivered to light emitting device 75b. 
[0031] 

Fig. 12 shows an example of a connection of each component of the video camera 
system of Fig. 11. Light emitting device 77b of video camera 20 is connected to light 
receiving device 75a of external recording system 23. Light receiving device 77a of 
video camera 20 is connected to light emitting device 75b of external recording system 
23. Light emitting device 76b of video camera 20 is connected to light receiving 
device 74a of external recording system 23. Light receiving device 76a of video camera 
20 is connected to light emitting device 74b of external recording system 23. Digital 
I/O terminal 71 of external recording system 23 is connected to digital VTR 27. TV 
signal output terminal 73 of external recording system 23 and TV signal input terminal 
72 thereof are connected to analogue VTR 21. TV signal output terminal 73 of 
external recording system 23 is connected to TV monitor 22, too. Furthermore, in a 
state of video camera 20 being arranged on a predetermined position of external 
recording system 23, light emitting devices 76b and 77b, and light receiving devices 
76a and 77a of video camera 20 are arranged such that light emitting devices 76b and 



17 



77b, and light receiving devices 76a and 77a are optically connected to light receiving 
devices 74a and 75a, and light emitting devices 74b and 75b of external recording 
system 23. 
[0032] 

Next, action of the video camera of Figs. 11 and 12 will be described. The action 
until video data shot with the camera is recorded in semi-conductor memory 6 is the 
same as the example of the video camera of Fig. 1 . 
[0033] 

First of all, action until a TV signal input from an outside is recorded in 
semi-conductor memory 6 via external recording system 23 will be described. An 
output signal of analogue VTR 21 is input from TV signal input terminal 72 of external 
recording system 23. This TV signal is photo-electrically converted by external 
recording system 23, and is input to video camera 20 via light emitting device 75b and 
light receiving device 77a. The TV signal is photo-electrically converted by video 
camera 20, and further is converted to a digital signal by A/D converter 3. A TV signal 
processing such as Y/C separation, decoding, etc. by signal processing circuit 4 is 
performed on a video signal being converted to the digital signal. Video data 
produced by the TV signal processing is recorded in semi-conductor memory 6 in a 
state of being compressed with compression/decompression circuit 5. 
[0034] 

Next, action until compressed video data recorded in semi-conductor memory 6 is 
transmitted to digital VTR 27 via external recording system 23 will be described. 
Compressed video data recorded in semi-conductor memory 6 is input to 
photo-electricity converter 28a via compression/decompression circuit 5, and is 
photo-electrically converted. Photo-electrically converted and compressed video data 
is input to external recording system 23 via light emitting device 76b and light receiving 
device 74a. In this case, the video data is transmitted in a state of being compressed 
although it is via compression/decompression circuit 5. Video data is 
photo-electrically converted by photo-electricity converter 28d in external recording 
system 23 and is transmitted to semi-conductor memory 18. The video data 
transmitted to semi-conductor memory 18 once is transmitted to digital VTR 27 via 
digital I/O terminal 71. 
[0035] 

Next, action until compressed video data recorded in digital VTR 27 is 
decompressed, converted to a TV signal and is displayed on TV monitor 22 will be 
described. Compressed video data recorded in digital VTR 27 is photo-electrically 
converted after via digital I/O terminal 71 of external recording system 23 and 
semi-conductor memory thereof. Photo-electrically converted video data is input to 
video camera 20 via light emitting device 74b and light receiving device 76a. Video 
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data input to video camera 20 is photo-electrically converted once again, is 
decompressed by compression/decompression circuit 5, is converted to a TV signal by 
signal processing circuit 4 and is photo-electrically converted after the data is converted 
to an analogue signal by D/A converter 17. Photo-electrically converted signal is input 
to external recording system 23, is input TV monitor 22 via light receiving devices 77a 
and 75a and TV signal output terminal 73 of external recording system 23 and is 
displayed as a video image. 
[0036] 

This video camera provides the same effects as those in Fig. 6. Furthermore, 
external recording system 23 is a station of video camera 20. That is, video camera 
20 and external recording system 23 are connected by light emitting devices 76b and 
74b and light receiving devices 74a and 76b, and the TV signal is also connected by 
light emitting devices 77b and 75b and light receiving devices 75a and 77a. As an 
input/output of the TV signal is implemented by TV signal input terminal 72 of external 
recording system 23 and TV signal output terminal 73, analogue VTR 21 stays 
connected to TV signal input terminal 72 and TV signal output terminal 73 in advance, 
TV monitor 22 stays connected to TV signal output terminal 73 in advance, and further 
digital VTR 27 stays connected to digital I/O terminal 71 in advance, and when data is 
transmitted between these VTR 21 , 27 or TV monitor 22 and video camera 20, it is 
enough to just place video camera 20 on external recording system 23, and there is no 
inconvenience for connecting cables upon transmitting data. Furthermore, even when 
video camera 20 as a whole is contained in a waterproof housing box to use 
underwater, etc. and terminals cannot be provided outside, data can be transmitted by 
the light connection. Although the data transmission between video camera 20 and 
external recording system 23 is conducted by the light connection, a connection via a 
metal terminal, not photo-electricity converter, the light receiving device and light 
emitting device, reduces further costs of the data transmission. 
[0037] 

Fig. 13 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera system of 
the present invention. Battery 81 for video camera 20 and AC adapter 82 of external 
recording system 23 are connected by input terminal for charge 83, output terminal for 
charge 84 and common cable 85. Common cable 85 implements transmission of 
digital video data and also a delivery of an electric power from the AC adapter to the 
battery. Cable 85 implements transmission of digital vide data between video camera 
20 and external recording system 23 via digital I/O terminals 10 and 71 and a DC 
electric power generated by an AC current through AC adapter 82 is delivered to 
battery 81 via output terminal for charge 84, cable 85 and input terminal for charge 83. 
When transmitting video data between video camera 20 and external recording system 
23, battery 81 can be charged by AC adapter 82 via cable 85. For this reason, even if 
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a residual capacity of battery 81 of video camera 20 is low prior to the data 
transmission work, the battery can be charged easily at the same time during the data 
transmission work. 
[0038] 

Fig. 14 is a diagram showing another example of the video camera system of the 
present invention. In the same way as the camera system of Fig. 13, battery 81 for 
video camera 20 and AC adapter 82 built in external recording system 23 are 
connected by input terminal for charge 78 and output terminal for charge 79. 
Transmission of video data between video camera 20 and external recording system 
23 is conducted by the light connection. Furthermore, A DC electric power generated 
by the AC current is delivered to battery 81 via output terminal for charge 79 and input 
terminal for charge 78. Output terminal for charge 79 and input terminal for charge 78 
may be any one of a contact-type using a metal terminal or a non-contact type using 
electromagnetic conduction. In this system, as external recording system 23 is a 
station of video camera 20 similar to the camera system of Fig. 13, when transmitting 
data between VTR's 21 and 27 and TV monitor 22 and video camera 20, it is enough to 
just place video camera 20 on a predetermined position of external recording system 
23. Accordingly, there is no inconvenience for connecting the cables upon 
transmitting data, and in the same way as the camera system of Fig. 12, video camera 
20 can be charged at the same time during data transmission. In the same way as 
the camera system of Fig. 12, although data transmission between video camera 20 
and external recording system 23 is conducted by the light connection, a connection 
via a metal terminal, not the photo-electricity converter, the light receiving device and 
the light emitting device, may be used. 
[0039] 

[Effect of the Invention] 

According to the present invention, in comparison with the camera system using the 
conventional VTR, it is possible to make a recording portion compact and achieve an 
ultra-compact video camera. As temporarily recorded data can be transmitted to the 
external recording system set up at a home, there is no need for carrying many tapes 
when travelling. Data to be transmitted is compressed, so that a transmission time 
can be shortened and the digital signal does not cause deterioration of the image 
quality. Furthermore, video data recorded in the semi-conductor memory or the hard 
disk inside the video camera after taking the video image is transmitted to the 
semi-conductor memory of the external recording system, the hard disk thereof or the 
data storage thereof, and as video data recorded in the external recording system is 
input to the video camera and is output as the TV signal after being decompressed, the 
long hour video data can be recorded and/or played back. Moreover, as the battery of 
the video camera can be charged when transmitting video data between the video 
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camera and the external recording system, a charge work can be simplified. 
[Brief Description of the drawings] 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing one example of the video camera according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing one example of the semi-conduct memory used as the 
recording device of the video camera according to the present invention. 
Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera according to 
the present invention. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera according to 
the present invention. 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing the signal processing circuit and the 
compression/decompression of the video camera according to the present invention. 
Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing one example of the video camera system according 
the present invention. 

Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 8 is a brief diagram showing an example of a connection of the video camera 
system to other devices according to the present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a brief diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 10 is a brief diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 11 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 12 is a brief diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 13 is a block diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 14 is a brief diagram showing another example of the video camera system 
according to the present invention. 
[Description of denotations] 

1 IMAGE PICK-UP DEVICE 

2 CDS/AGS CIRCUIT 

3 A/D CONVERTER 

4 SIGNAL PROCESSING CIRCUIT 

5 COMPRESSION/DECOMPRESSION CIRCUIT 

6 SEMI-CONDUCTOR MEMORY 

7 ACTIVATING CIRCUIT 

8 MICROPROCESSOR-CONTROLLED DEVICE 

9 TV SIGNAL INPUT TERMINAL 
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10 


DIGITAL I/O TERMINAL 


11 


TV SIGNAL OUTPUT TERMINAL 


12 


MEMORY CONTROLLER 
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HARD DISK 


14 


MEMORY CONTROLLER 
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COMMUNICATION MODEM 
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COMMUNICATION I/O TERMINAL 
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D/A TERMINAL 
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SEMI-CONDUCTOR MEMORY 
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HARD DISK 
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VIDEO CAMERA 
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ANALOGUE VTR 
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TV MONITOR 
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EXTERNAL RECORDING SYSTEM 
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PUBLIC COMMUNICATION NETWORK 
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COMMUNICATION MODEM 
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PC 



FIGURE 5: 

34 CAMERA SIGNAL OROCESS 

35 TV SIGNAL PROCESS 
38 MODULATOR 

41 COMPRESSION CIRCUIT 

42 DECOMPRESSION CIRCUIT 
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